PERSONS AND POLITICS
favourite seraskier, in the best of tempers, when
a courier dashed up on horseback, dismounted,
and, with a low obeisance, announced the birth
of a son.
"And who/' asked the Sultan, "is the
mother ?"
The messenger named a beautiful inmate of
the harem, a Georgian or Armenian (opinions
are divided as to her nationality), who had been
abducted as a child and forced to embrace Islam.
The Sultan's brow grew black as thunder and,
having curtly dismissed the bearer of these
tidings, without the present which he had good
reason to expect, he turned to his favourite and
said, " By Allah! It must be two years since I
set eyes on that woman!"
Indeed, the pedigree of Abd-ul-Hamid is not
the least interesting part of him, for he is also said
to have European blood in his veins. His great-
grandmother is supposed to have been a French-
woman, seized by Algerine pirates on a voyage
from Marseilles to Martinique. The girl, whose
name was Du Buc de Riory, was sold in the
Tripoli slave market to the agents of Abd-ul-
Hamid L, to become in due course the mother
of Mahmoud II., grandfather of Abd-ul-Hamid.
Whatever these stories are worth, the Turks are
fond of denying the purely Turkish origin of
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